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STATEMENT OF PURPOSE 
 
The purpose of this course is to challenge the active student through close reading and intelligent discussion of British literature, its form and function, 
and its perception during different centuries and by changing societies.  Students will engage in multiple critical thinking exercises to further 
understanding and to form analytical and argumentative skills.  Students will approach literature through the lenses of critical theories.  At all times, 
students will practice precision in written expression and demonstrate a thorough understanding of continuant grammatical elements, appropriate 
organization, and specific diction all through an integrated approach to language skill development.  Formal research paper writing is required. 
Separately we assess students to gauge progress and inform instruction. Benchmark assessments for students in grades 9 through 12 are administered 
in the form of a midterm and final exam for full year courses. *Special Note: Only final exams are administered at the end of quarter courses and 
semester courses. 
 
This revision aligns suggested activities and assessments to the New Jersey Student Learning Standards for English Language Arts and the New Jersey 
Standards for Technology, refines essential questions and enduring understandings, and updates required readings and bibliographies. 
 
This course is designed as the third year of a four-year rigorous English program.   Students are assumed to be able to draw on skills and content from 
Honors English I and Honors English II.  Their coursework in Honors English III prepares them for Advanced Placement English the following year. 
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THE LIVING CURRICULUM 
Curriculum guides are designed to be working documents.  Teachers are encouraged to make notes in the margins.  Written comments can serve as 
the basis for future revisions.  In addition, the teachers and administrators are invited to discuss elements of the guides as implemented in the classroom 
and to work collaboratively to develop recommendations for curriculum reforms as needed. 
 
 
 

AFFIRMATIVE ACTION 
During the development of this course of study, particular attention was paid to material, which might discriminate on the basis of sex, race, religion, 
national origin, or creed.  Every effort has been made to uphold both the letter and spirit of affirmative action mandates as applied to the content, the 
texts and the instruction inherent in this course. 
 
 

MODIFICATIONS AND ADAPTATIONS 
For guidelines on how to modify and adapt curricula to best meet the needs of all students, instructional staff should refer to the following link - 
http://njcdd.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/tools-teacherspart2.pdf. Instructional staff of students with Individualized Education Plans (IEPs) 
must adhere to the recommended modifications outlined in each individual plan. 
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GENERAL GOALS 
 
 
The students will: 
 

1. become aware of the relationship between history and the evolution of the English language and English philosophies through an intensive, 
chronological study of British literature. 
 

2. understand the changing and prevailing characteristics of literary expression as they are reflected in specific selections from British literature. 
 

3. refine and master an ever-expanding repertoire of rhetorical techniques for written and oral communication. 
 

4. develop a broad background of reading experiences that emphasize close textual analysis; use of sophisticated, appropriate diction; and 
afford a comprehensive study of various literary genres. 
 

5. integrate and effectively use electronic sources, resources, and applications. 
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GRADING PROCEDURES 
 
Student grade and credit for the course are dependent upon a demonstration of the mastery of the course proficiencies as measured by: 
 
MAJOR ASSIGNMENTS      50% 
(Tests/Projects/Presentations/Writing) 
 
 Shared Inquiry  Technology Presentations  Timed Essay 
 Reading Projects  Creative Writing Pieces  Research Paper 
 Novel Tests  Writing Process Pieces  PARCC/EOC Writing 
 Research Process  Revised Writing  Metacognitive Reflections 

  Literary Analysis Paper  
 
MINOR ASSIGNMENTS        35% 
 
 Reading Response  PA/EOC Preparation  Reading Projects 
 Reading Logs  Article Annotations  Vocabulary 
 Journals  Quizzes  

 
CLASSWORK/HOMEWORK        15% 
 
 Online Activities  Vocabulary  Discussion Questions 
 Class Discussions  Reading Comprehension Checks  Creative Writing Pieces 
 Group Work  Literature Circles  
 Journals  Literary Letters  

 

Final Grade – Full Year Course 

Each marking period shall count as 20% of 
the final grade (80% total).  

The midterm assessment will count as 10% of 
the final grade, and the final assessment will 
count as 10% of the final grade.  
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PARSIPPANY-TROY HILLS TOWNSHIP SCHOOLS 

COURSE PROFICIENCIES  
 
Course: ENG314 Title:  ENGLISH III HONORS 
 

In accordance with district policy as mandated by the New Jersey Administrative Code and the New Jersey Student Learning 
Standards, the following are proficiencies required for the successful completion of the above named course. 
 
The student will: 
 

1. given selected texts, research and consider critics’ evaluations to examine the form, figurative language, diction, sensory and visual imagery, 
symbolism, meter, tone, stylistic devices. 

2. analyze a critical text based on organization and form, logic, argument, substantiation, and examples and evaluate the aspects of the author’s 
argument, noting means of effective argumentation and/or persuasion. 

3. paraphrase or draw inferences from given selections from prose or poetry. 
4. after studying periods of British literature and art, relate the historical/philosophical background of the periods to the literature and art. 
5. given a topic from former AP exams, write a response and substantiate statements with examples and/or quotes. 
6. investigate themes treated in literature, such as  science vs. religion, technological education and its limitations, human values in a pragmatic 

world, man and his relation to his world, the poet and his/her inspiration. 
7. after closely reading an excerpt or a passage, analyze theme, plot, symbol, stylistic devices, paradox, characterization, tone, inferences, 

narrative voice, satire, irony, and foreshadowing. 
8. write a critique of or a response to professional samples of writing. 
9. having read an author’s work, emulate the form, tone, literary devices, and diction of the author. 
10. given a topic, demonstrate skill in formulating an argumentative thesis statement, selecting from the various means of paragraph 

organization, using appropriate diction, citing relevant details, using transitional devices, employing varied sentence structure, and fashioning 
an effective conclusion. 

11. practice thoughtful peer conferencing:  attention to hooks, powerful sentences, humor, quotes, detail, creativity or seriousness, flow and 
transition, effective conclusions, standard written English, stated concerns of the writer, and adherence to topic. 
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12. after selecting a topic from British literature, write a literary research paper and document appropriate citations from approved sources 

using  MLA format. 
13. compose an annotated bibliography as part of a research project. 
14. utilize literary criticism for various purposes, such as evaluation of author’s argument, clarification of the text, and in support of a student-

generated thesis. 
15. ascertain the dominant genres and the distinguishing characteristics and the interrelationships of literary periods:  the Middle Ages, the 

Sixteenth Century, the Early Seventeenth Century, the Restoration and Eighteenth Century, the Romantic Period, the Victorian Period, and 
the Modern Period. 

16. given various productions of a novel or a drama, evaluate the interpretations and determine the effectiveness of the interpretation. 
17. given selected works, engage in a Shared Inquiry or assessed formal shared discussion. 
18. given a soliloquy, dramatic monologue, or speech, explicate it through an analysis of the author’s/poet’s syntax. 
19. develop a varied, accurate, extensive use of vocabulary from the readings. 
20. in giving a presentation to the class, demonstrate an understanding of the text while using a variety of technologies and creative approaches. 
21. trace and analyze motifs and themes through multiple periods or authors of British literature. 
22. use a specific critical theory as a lens for understanding and analyzing literature. 
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I. SUMMER READING 
Essential Question(s): How much power does an individual have in the face of society?  

Enduring 
Understanding(s): 

An individual may have limited power in the face of society, but it is inherent in human nature to fight for one’s 
beliefs and to struggle to form a personal identity. 

 

 
SUMMER READING 

PROFICIENCY / OBJECTIVE 
(Numbers in parenthesis indicate 

correlation with the course proficiencies.) 
STANDARDS SUGGESTED ACTIVITY EVALUATION/ 

ASSESSMENT 
TEACHER 

NOTES 

The student will be able to:  Students will:   

1.  investigate themes treated in 
literature, such as science vs. 
religion, technological education 
and its limitations, human values 
in a pragmatic world, man and 
his relation to his world, the poet 
and his/her inspiration. (6) 

RL.11-12.1 
W.11-12.2a 
W.11-12.2b 
W.11-12.2c 
W.11-12.2d 
W.11-12.2e 
W.11-12.2f 
W.11-12.4 
W.11-12.5 
W.11-12.6 
W.11-12.9a 
W.11-12.10 
8.1.12.A.1 
8.1.12.A.2 

• discuss as a class the themes in 
the novel and how they emerge 
through character 
development and figurative 
language. 

• compose an organized 
response to the prompt after 
having read the assigned work. 

• use an app or a program to 
type their work and submit it to 
TurnItIn.com or to the class 
GoogleDoc folder. 

• reflect on teacher feedback and 
their own work. 

Completed essay 
 
Student reflection on essay 

See past years’ AP prompts 
in English Department 
office or AP website 
 
Differentiation Ideas: 
• Students write a 

skeleton paper 
• Students think-pair-

share to brainstorm 
before writing 

• Students choose a self-
directed topic instead 
of the assigned 
prompt 
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II. MIDDLE AGES 

Essential Question(s): a) How do social rank and/or gender affect identity? 
b) What are the qualities of the Anglo-Saxon epic hero? 
c) What defines chivalric behavior? 
d) How does the development of the English language reflect the changing British culture? 

Enduring 
Understanding(s): 

a) In the medieval period, social rank and gender created identity. 
b) An Anglo-Saxon epic hero adheres to the Anglo-Saxon culture of personal glory, physical strength, and the value 

of fealty and treasure. 
c) A medieval chivalric hero is a Christian who proves his worthiness through his deeds. 
d) The development of the English language reflects the culture and identity of those who invaded the island. 

 



12 
ENG314 ENGLISH III HONORS 
MIDDLE AGES 

PROFICIENCY / OBJECTIVE 
Numbers in parenthesis indicate 

correlation with the course proficiencies.) 
STANDARDS SUGGESTED ACTIVITY EVALUATION/ 

ASSESSMENT 
TEACHER 

NOTES 

The student will be able to:  Students will:   

2.  having read an author’s work, 
imitate the form, tone, literary 
devices, and diction of the 
author.  (9) 

W.11-12.3a 
W.11-12.3b 
W.11-12.3c 
W.11-12.3d 
W.11-12.3e 
SL.11-12.6 

• imitate the Beowulf poet in 
style, form, and content to 
create a eulogy for Beowulf and 
present their eulogies to the 
class in the form of a dramatic 
reading. 

• write a character portrait of a 
modern profession to match 
Chaucer’s General Prologue 
portraits. 

Creative writing piece 
 
Dramatic reading 

Differentiation Ideas: 
• Beowulf activity--

Students use a 
recorded version of 
their presentation, 
using special effects 
features available 
through the format 

• Canterbury Tales 
activity--Require or do 
not require students 
to use iambic 
pentameter 

3.  after closely reading an excerpt 
or a passage, analyze theme, 
plot, symbol, stylistic devices, 
paradox, characterization, tone, 
inferences, narrative voice, 
satire, irony, and foreshadowing.  
(7) 

RL.11-12.3 
RL.11-12.4 
SL.11-12.1a 
SL.11-12.1b 
SL.11-12.1c 
L.11-12.5a 

• work with a small group to 
identify the four major types of 
tales by analyzing various 
poetic devices in Chaucer’s 
Canterbury Tales and present 
their findings to the class. 

Student presentations 
 
Class discussion 

Extension Activity: 
• Students compose their 

own tale in the style of 
one of the four types 

• Research and report 
well-known children’s 
tales that follow one of 
the four types of tale 
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MIDDLE AGES 

PROFICIENCY / OBJECTIVE 
Numbers in parenthesis indicate 

correlation with the course proficiencies.) 
STANDARDS SUGGESTED ACTIVITY EVALUATION/ 

ASSESSMENT 
TEACHER 

NOTES 

The student will be able to:  Students will:   

4.  utilize literary criticism for 
various purposes, such as 
evaluation of author’s argument, 
clarification of the text, and in 
support of a student-generated 
thesis.  (14) 

RI.11-12.1 
RI.11-12.5 
RI.11-12.7 
RI.11-12.10 
W.11-12.7 
W.11-12.8 
W.11-12.9b 
L.11-12.3c 
L.11-12.6 
8.1.12.A.1 
8.1.12.A.2 
8.1.12.D.1 
8.1.12.F 

• research criticism on a 
selection from Chaucer’s 
Canterbury Tales and compile 
an annotated bibliography to 
document and organize their 
findings. 

Annotated bibliography Media Center Databases:   
Bloom’s Literary Reference 
   Online 
EBSCO Literary Reference 
  Center  
Gale’s Literary Index 
JSTOR 
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III. THE SIXTEENTH CENTURY 
Essential Question(s): a) To what extent does power or the lack of power affect individuals and relationships? 

b) How do the form and content of sonnets work together? 
c) What are the tactics employed in persuasive rhetoric? 
d) What are the conventions and themes of pastoral poetry? 

Enduring 
Understanding(s): 

a) Unchecked ambition for power can become dangerous to individuals, relationships, and society at large. 
b) Sonnet sequences contain figurative language that metaphorically expresses the complexities of love. 
c) Persuasion requires a clear goal and suggestive language, whether it be persuasion of the self or of another. 
d) Pastoral poetry presents an idealized version of the rustic life. 
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THE SIXTEENTH CENTURY 

PROFICIENCY / OBJECTIVE 
(Numbers in parenthesis indicate 

correlation with the course proficiencies.) 
STANDARDS SUGGESTED ACTIVITY EVALUATION/ 

ASSESSMENT 
TEACHER 

NOTES 

The student will be able to:  Students will:   

5. write a critique of or a response 
to professional samples of 
writing.  (8) 

RI.11-12.2 
RI.11-12.3 
RI.11-12.5 
SL.11-12.3 
SL.11-12.4 
8.1.12.A.1 
8.1.12.A.2 
8.1.12.D.1 
8.1.12.F 
9.2 

• research literary criticism on 
Macbeth, choose one article, 
annotate the article, and 
present an evaluation of the 
author’s argument to the class. 

• provide constructive feedback 
to presenters on their 
arguments made during the 
presentation, using an online 
forum platform to record 
thoughts. 

Annotated article 
 
Presentation 

Use of Media Center 
databases, such as JSTOR 
 
See Patterns of Exposition, 
p. 547 
 
Differentiation Idea: 
• Require students to 

use peer-reviewed, 
scholarly databases 

• Students write a paper 
that uses textual 
evidence to disagrees 
with or to disprove the 
critic’s claim 

6.  given various productions of a 
novel or a drama, evaluate the 
interpretations and determine 
the effectiveness of the 
interpretation.   

(6. continued) 
(16) 

RL.11-12.7 
RI.11-12.7 
W.11-12.1.a 
W.11-12.1.b 
W.11-12.1.c 
W.11-12.1.d 
W.11-12.1.e 
W.11-12.1.4 

• watch several interpretations 
of Shakespeare’s Macbeth. 

 
 
• evaluate and analyze each 

production and its 
effectiveness through a 
comparison and contrast essay. 

Journal responses to 
adaptations 
 
Completed essays 

Utilize Media Center for 
various video productions; 
see bibliography 
 
See Patterns of Exposition, 
p. 149 
 
Differentiation Idea: 
Students work in teams to 
rewrite the script in 21st 
Century English, memorize 
their script, and then act 
out the various versions 
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THE SIXTEENTH CENTURY 

PROFICIENCY / OBJECTIVE 
(Numbers in parenthesis indicate 

correlation with the course proficiencies.) 
STANDARDS SUGGESTED ACTIVITY EVALUATION/ 

ASSESSMENT 
TEACHER 

NOTES 

The student will be able to:  Students will:   

7.  given a soliloquy, dramatic 
monologue, or speech, explicate 
it through an analysis of the 
author’s/poet’s syntax.  (18) 

RL.11-12.4 
RL.11-12.5 
RL.11-12.10 
W.11-12.10 
SL.11-12.1.d 
SL.11-12.3 

• select a major soliloquy from 
either King Lear or Macbeth 
and do the following:  
paraphrase, analyze syntax for 
emphasis, assess 
characterization and tone, and 
examine persuasive elements if 
they exist. 

Collaborative explication of 
the soliloquy in written form 

 

8.  trace and analyze motifs and 
themes through multiple 
periods or authors of British 
literature.  (21) 

RL.11-12.2 
RL.11-12.4 
W.11-12.4 
W.11-12.9a 
W.11-12.10 
SL.11-12.1b 
SL.11-12.1d 
L.11-12.5a 
L.11-12.5b 
L.11-12.6 

• explore Shakespeare’s and 
Spenser’s philosophies of love 
by performing close reading of 
sonnets. 

• generate a paragraph 
identifying nuances and 
figurative language and their 
purpose in creating the 
philosophies of love. 

Group work 
 
Written paragraph 

See Norton Anthology of 
English Literature, p. 495 
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THE SIXTEENTH CENTURY 

PROFICIENCY / OBJECTIVE 
(Numbers in parenthesis indicate 

correlation with the course proficiencies.) 
STANDARDS SUGGESTED ACTIVITY EVALUATION/ 

ASSESSMENT 
TEACHER 

NOTES 

The student will be able to:  Students will:   

9.  analyze a critical text based on 
organization and form, logic, 
argument, substantiation, and 
examples and evaluate the 
aspects of the author’s 
argument, noting  

 
(9.  continued)  
       means of effective 
argumentation 
       and/or persuasion.  (2) 

RI.11-12.5 
RI.11-12.6 
W.11-12.4 
W.11-12.9b 
8.1.12.A.1 
8.1.12.A.2 
9.2 

• locate a piece of criticism on 
Macbeth or King Lear and write 
an organized summary and 
evaluation of the author’s 
ideas. 

Completed writing Utilize Media Center 
Databases to locate 
criticism: 
Bloom’s Literary Reference 
  Online 
EBSCO Literary Reference 
  Center  
Gale’s Literary Index 
JSTOR 

10. ascertain the dominant genres 
and the distinguishing 
characteristics and the 
interrelationships of literary 
periods:  the Middle Ages, the 
Sixteenth Century, the Early 
Seventeenth Century, the 
Restoration and  Eighteenth 
Century, the Romantic Period, 
the Victorian Period, and the 
Modern Period.  (15) 

RL.11-12.1 
RL.11-12.3 
RL.11-12.5 
L.11-12.4a 
L.11-12.4c 
L.11-12.6 
8.1.12.A.2 

• use Notability to highlight, take 
notes in the margins, and 
annotate “The Passionate 
Shepherd to His Love” and “The 
Nymph’s Reply to the 
Shepherd,” particularly noting, 
comparing, and contrasting the 
authors’ various elements of 
pastoral poetry. 

Annotations Notability 
Google Drive 
LitAnalysis app 
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IV. THE EARLY SEVENTEENTH CENTURY 
Essential Question(s): How does the poetry of the period reflect the political climate? 

Enduring 
Understanding(s): 

Poetry functions allegorically, symbolically, and metaphorically to provide commentary on the political and social 
state of affairs. 

 
THE EARLY SEVENTEENTH CENTURY 

PROFICIENCY / OBJECTIVE 
(Numbers in parenthesis indicate 

correlation with the course proficiencies.) 
STANDARDS SUGGESTED ACTIVITY EVALUATION/ 

ASSESSMENT 
TEACHER 

NOTES 

The student will be able to:  Students will:   

11.  paraphrase or draw inferences 
from given selections from 
prose or poetry.  (3) 

RL.11-12.1 
RL.11-12.2 
SLS.11-12.4 
L.11-12.5.a 
L.11-12.6 
8.1.12.A.1 
8.1.12.A.2 

• analyze the role of 
Metaphysical conceit and use 
of paradox in the poems of 
John Donne in order to discuss 
man’s relation to his world. 

Class discussion 
 
Prezi presentation or Google 
Slides presentation 

Visit Prezi Website 
(www.prezi.com) for 
students to make 
accounts 
 
See Norton Anthology 
of English Literature, 
p. 602 

12.  develop a varied, accurate, 
extensive use of vocabulary 
from the readings.  (19) 

L.11-12.4a 
L.11-12.4b 
L.11-12.4c 
L.11-12.4d 
L.11-12.5a 

• analyze Satan’s speech in 
rousing the fallen angels in 
Milton’s Paradise Lost for 
persuasive rhetoric, using 
context clues and reference 
material to acquire new 
vocabulary. 

Class discussion See  Norton Anthology 
of English Literature, 
p. 722 
 
Differentiation Idea: 
Draw the imagery 
from the poem to 
show mastery of 
newly acquired 
vocabulary 
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V. THE RESTORATION AND EIGHTEENTH CENTURY 
Essential Question(s): a) What are the elements of satire, and how does it affect our perceptions of the subjects it ridicules? 

b) In which different genres does satire appear? 
c) How can satire inspire social reform? 

Enduring 
Understanding(s): 

a) Satire uses hyperbole to highlight the flaws of a person, an institution, or a practice in the hopes that positive 
change is made. 

b) Satire appears in many genres, including poetry, prose, and art. 
c) Satire can effect change in society by suggesting a shift in view and calling the audience to action. 

 
THE RESTORATION AND EIGHTEENTH CENTURY 

PROFICIENCY / OBJECTIVE 
(Numbers in parenthesis indicate 

correlation with the course proficiencies.) 
STANDARDS SUGGESTED ACTIVITY EVALUATION/ 

ASSESSMENT 
TEACHER 

NOTES 

The student will be able to:  Students will:   

13.  in giving a presentation to the 
class, demonstrate an 
understanding of the text while 
using a variety of technologies 
and creative approaches.  (20) 

RL.11-12.6 
W.11-12.3a 
W.11-12.3b 
W.11-12.3c 
W.11-12.3d 
W.11-12.3e 
SL.11-12.5 
SL.11-12.6 
8.1.12.A.1 
9.2 

• examine satire and its 
function to respond to the 
political and social climate of 
its time. 

• select a 21st Century problem 
to ridicule through satire. 

• work in groups using iMovie 
to create a satirical video.  

Class discussion 
 
Completed video 

Create PowerPoint 
template and upload 
to Google Doc 
 
See Norton Anthology 
of English Literature, 
p. 722 
 
Differentiation Idea: 
Students compose 
satirical journal entries 
from the perspective 
of the chosen target 
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VI. THE ROMANTIC PERIOD 
Essential Question(s): a) How are Romantic period philosophies similar to and different from the philosophies of the time periods that 

came earlier? 
b) What are elements of British Romanticism? 

Enduring 
Understanding(s): 

a) Romantic writers shifted their focus to the imagination, the supernatural, the Gothic, and the terrifying but 
retained their fidelity to traditional poetic processes. 

b) British Romanticism includes a wide range of focus but stresses the importance of individuality and personal 
reflection. 
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THE ROMANTIC PERIOD 

PROFICIENCY / OBJECTIVE 
(Numbers in parenthesis indicate 

correlation with the course proficiencies.) 
STANDARDS SUGGESTED ACTIVITY EVALUATION/ 

ASSESSMENT 
TEACHER 

NOTES 

The student will be able to:  Students will:   

14.  given a topic from former AP 
exams, write a response and 
substantiate statements with 
examples and/or quotes.  (5) 

RL.11-12.1 
RL.11-12.2 
RL.11-12.4 
W.11-12.9a 
W.11-12.10 

• write a skeleton paper in 
response to the 2005 AP 
exam to compare and 
contrast Blake’s “Chimney 
Sweeper” poems. 

Teacher review of skeleton 
paper 

See Norton Anthology 
of English Literature, 
p. 1435 

15.  given selected texts, research 
and consider critics’ evaluations 
to examine the form, figurative 
language, diction, sensory and 
visual imagery, symbolism, 
meter, tone, and stylistic 
devices.  (1) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(15.  continued) 

WS.11-12.2d 
RSL.11-12.5 
8.1.8.A.3 
8.1.8.A.5 
8.1.8.E.1 
9.2 

• examine Coleridge’s Rime of 
the Ancient Mariner for 
various poetic devices. 

•  use the Media Center 
databases to research 
criticism on the poem and 
share their findings with the 
class via a multimedia 
presentation. 

Evaluation of multimedia 
presentation using teacher-
generated rubric 

Suggested modes of 
presentation:  Prezi, 
PowerPoint, iMovie 
 
See Norton Anthology 
of English Literature, 
p. 1580 
 
Differentiation Ideas: 
• Students select a 

theme or a tone 
from the poem 
and use a 
different artistic 
medium to 
convey the same 
theme or tone 

• Students write a 
few stanzas from 
the perspective of 
the Wedding 
Guest 
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THE ROMANTIC PERIOD 

PROFICIENCY / OBJECTIVE 
(Numbers in parenthesis indicate 

correlation with the course proficiencies.) 
STANDARDS SUGGESTED ACTIVITY EVALUATION/ 

ASSESSMENT 
TEACHER 

NOTES 

The student will be able to:  Students will:   

16. compose an annotated 
bibliography as part of a 
research project.  (13) 

RI.11-12.1 
RI.11-12.5 
RI.11-12.7 
W.11-12.1a 
W.11-12.1b 
W.11-12.1c 
W.11-12.1d 
W.11-12.1e 
W.11-12.7 
W.11-12.9b 
8.1.12.A.1 
8.1.12.A.2 
8.1.12.D.1 
8.1.12.F 

• use available databases and 
print sources to compile an 
annotated bibliography. 

• document their sources 
using MLA format. 

• generate a thesis statement 
and a paper proposal based 
on the researched findings of 
the annotated bibliography. 

Annotated bibliography 
 
Paper proposal 
 
Thesis 

Use available Media 
Center resources 
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VII. THE VICTORIAN PERIOD 
Essential Question(s): How does Victorian literature provide insight into the values, customs, and conditions of the time?  

Enduring 
Understanding(s): 

Victorian literature reacts to new scientific discoveries and social reorganization.  

 
THE VICTORIAN PERIOD 

PROFICIENCY / OBJECTIVE 
(Numbers in parenthesis indicate 

correlation with the course proficiencies.) 
STANDARDS SUGGESTED ACTIVITY EVALUATION/ 

ASSESSMENT 
TEACHER 

NOTES 

The student will be able to:  Students will:   

17.  given selected works, engage in 
a Shared Inquiry.  (17) 

RL.11-12.10 
SL.11-12.1a 
SL.11-12.1b 
SL.11-12.1c 
SL.11-12.1d 
SL.11-12.3 
8.1.12.A.2 

• prepare questions for a 
Shared Inquiry based on 
Dickens’s Great Expectations. 

• share the roles of moderator 
and discussion participant. 

Completion of Shared Inquiry 
 
Student-generated write-up 

 

18.  after studying periods of British 
literature and art, relate the 
historical/philosophical 
background of the periods to 
the literature and art.  (4) 

RL.11-12.2 
RL.11-12.4 
SL.11-12.1c 
SL.11-12.1d 
SL.11-12.2 

• read Tennyson’s The Lady of 
Shalott and examine various 
artistic representations of 
the poem. 

• meet in groups to discuss the 
ways in which themes 
emerge similarly in both the 
poem and the paintings. 

Class discussion 
 
Student notes on the 
discussion 

See Norton Anthology 
of English Literature, 
p. 1920 and p. 2140 
 
Differentiation Idea: 
Students examine 
other art of the time 
to see if they can 
identify any of the 
same themes 
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VIII. THE TWENTIETH CENTURY 
Essential Question(s): How do writers develop a well-written product?  

Enduring 
Understanding(s): 

Good writers use a repertoire of strategies that enables them to vary form and style in order to write for different 
purposes, audiences, and contexts. 
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THE TWENTIETH CENTURY 

PROFICIENCY / OBJECTIVE 
(Numbers in parenthesis indicate 

correlation with the course proficiencies.) 
 SUGGESTED ACTIVITY EVALUATION/ 

ASSESSMENT 
TEACHER 

NOTES 

The student will be able to:  Students will:   

19.  given a topic, demonstrate skill 
in formulating an argumentative 
thesis statement, selecting from 
the various means of paragraph 
organization, using appropriate 
diction, citing relevant details, 
using transitional devices, 
employing varied sentence 
structure, and fashioning an 
effective conclusion.  (10) 

RL.11-12.2 
RL.11-12.3 
RL.11-12.5 
W.11-12.1a 
W.11-12.1b 
W.11-12.1c 
W.11-12.1d 
W.11-12.1e 
L.11-12.2a 
L.11-12.2b 
L.11-12.3 
9.2 

• compose an essay on 
thematic issues after reading 
Golding’s Lord of the Flies. 

Completed essay Differentiation Ideas: 
• Students select a 

prompt off of a list 
of choices. 

• students generate 
their own writing 
prompt 

• Students participate 
in a Shared Inquiry 
on the text 

• Students compose 
their own narratives 
to determine 
whether man is 
good or evil 

20. use a specific critical theory as a 
lens for understanding and 
analyzing literature.  (22) 

 
 
 
 
 

RL.11-12.2 
RL.11-12.3 
RL.11-12.10 
W.11-12.3a 
W.11-12.3b 
W.11-12.3c 
W.11-12.3d 
W.11-12.3e 

• examine the tenets of 
cultural criticism. 

• read George Orwell’s essay 
“Shooting an Elephant” 
through the lens of cultural 
criticism. 

• from the perspective of a 
marginalized character in the 
story, rewrite the events of 
the story from that 
character’s perspective. 

Narrative retelling SpringBoard series, Level 
12, pp. 48-50 and 60-67 
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IX. THE RESEARCH PAPER 
Essential Question(s): a) How do writers use critical theory to examine literature? 

b) What are the elements of MLA formatting and documentation? 
c) Why do writers revise their work? 

Enduring 
Understanding(s): 

a) Writers use critical theory for a multicultural perspective of literature. 
b) MLA formatting and documentation style has specific guidelines; readers should use reference material to 

ensure their use of MLA style is correct. 
c) Writers revise their work to improve it; writing is a process, not a product. 
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THE RESEARCH PAPER 

PROFICIENCY / OBJECTIVE 
(Numbers in parenthesis indicate 

correlation with the course proficiencies.) 
STANDARDS SUGGESTED ACTIVITY EVALUATION/ 

ASSESSMENT 
TEACHER 

NOTES 

The student will be able to:  Students will:   

21.  after selecting a topic from 
British literature, write a literary 
research paper and document 
appropriate citations from 
approved sources using MLA 
format.  (12) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(21.  continued) 

 

RL.11-12.1 
RL.11-12.3 
RL.11-12.5 
RL.11-12.10 
RI.11-12.1 
RI.11-12.3 
RI.11-12.4 
RI.11-12.5 
RI.11-12.10 
W.11-12.1a 
W.11-12.1b 
W.11-12.1c 
W.11-12.1d 
W.11-12.1e 
W.11-12.4 
W.11-12.7 
W.11-12.8 
W.11-12.9 
W.11-12.10 
L.11-12.1 
L.11-12.2 
L.11-12.6 
8.1.12.A.1 
8.1.12.A.2 
8.1.12.D.1 
8.1.12.F 

• write a research paper 
incorporating primary,  
secondary, and tertiary 
sources. 

• complete a self-assessment of 
their work throughout the 
writing process and reflect on 
the strategies that worked 
best. 

Completed research paper 
 
Completed self-assessment 

Encourage students to 
obtain their previous 
work with teacher 
comments from their 
work folders 
 
Print and online 
database sources 
PTHSD Handbook for the 
Preparation of Research 
Papers 
 
Differentiation Idea: 
Students select their 
own primary texts off of 
a list of options 
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THE RESEARCH PAPER 

PROFICIENCY / OBJECTIVE 
(Numbers in parenthesis indicate 

correlation with the course proficiencies.) 
STANDARDS SUGGESTED ACTIVITY EVALUATION/ 

ASSESSMENT 
TEACHER 

NOTES 

The student will be able to:  Students will:   

22.  practice thoughtful peer 
conferencing:  attention to 
hooks, powerful sentences, 
humor, quotes, detail, creativity 
or seriousness, flow and 
transition, effective conclusions, 
standard written English, stated 
concerns of the writer, and 
adherence to topic.  (11) 

W.11-12.5 
W.11-12.6 
SL.11-12.1b 
SL.11-12.1c 
SL.11-12.1d 
8.1.12.A.2 
8.1.12.D.1 
9.2 

• evaluate one another’s written 
work for form, content, 
organization, grammar, MLA 
format, and effective 
argumentation. 

• provide feedback both on a 
written evaluation form and 
through notes made in Google 
Docs. 

Completed peer evaluation 
form 
 
Revised writing on 
GoogleDocs 

Students use their 
school-issued G-mail 
accounts to work in 
GoogleDocs 
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BIBLIOGRAPHY 
 
TEXTBOOKS 
Abrams, M.H., et. al., eds.  Norton Anthology of English Literature.  7th ed.  New York:  W. W. Norton and Company, 2001. 
Revised:  A Handbook for the Preparation of Research Papers. Parsippany-Troy Hills Township Schools, 2011. 
Schwegler, Robert A.  Patterns of Exposition.  18th ed.  New York:  Pearson, 2007. 
Warriner, John E. and Francis Griffith.  Warriner’s English Grammar and Composition—Fifth Course.  New York:  Harcourt, Brace, Jovanovich, Inc., 

1977. 
 
SUPPLEMENTAL TEXTBOOKS 
Tyson, Lois.  Critical Theory Today:  A User-Friendly Guide.  2nd ed.  New York:  Routledge, 2006. 
Leitsch, Vincent B., et. al., eds.  Norton Anthology of Theory & Criticism.  2nd ed.  New York:  W. W. Norton and Company, 2010. 
 
REQUIRED READINGS 
Anonymous, Beowulf 
Austen, Pride and Prejudice 
Chaucer, Canterbury Tales 
Golding, Lord of the Flies 
Huxley, Brave New World or Orwell, 1984 
Shakespeare, Macbeth or King Lear 
Swift, “A Modest Proposal” 
Sir Gawain and the Green Knight 
deFrance, Marie “Lanval” 
Selected sonnets by Shakespeare 
Selected Renaissance poetry 
Selected Early Seventeenth Century poetry 
Selection of Romantic poetry 
Selection of Victorian poetry 
Selection of Twentieth Century poetry 
Critical theory references 
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REQUIRED SUMMER READING 

PHS: 
Orwell, 1984 

PHHS: 
Shaw, Pygmalion 

 
SUPPLEMENTAL READINGS
Austen, Emma 
Austen, Northanger Abbey 
Austen, Persuasion 
Austen, Sense and Sensibility 
Barrie, Peter Pan 
Brontë, Jane Eyre 
Brontë, Wuthering Heights 
Burgess, A Clockwork Orange 
Burnett, The Secret Garden 
Carter, The Bloody Chamber and Other Stories 
Carter, Nights at the Circus 
Carter, Wise Children 
Carroll, Alice in Wonderland and Through the Looking Glass 
Conrad, Heart of Darkness 
Defoe, Moll Flanders 
Dickens, Great Expectations 
Donoghue, Kissing the Witch 
Fieldings, Tom Jones 
Forster, A Passage to India 
Gardner, Grendel 
Hardy, Jude the Obscure 
Hardy, Tess of the D’Urbervilles 
James, The Turn of the Screw 
Lawrence, Lady Chatterley’s Lover 
Lawrence, Sons and Lovers 

Marlowe, Doctor Faustus 
McCourt, Angela’s Ashes 
More, Utopia 
Rhys, Wide Sargasso Sea 
Richardson, Pamela 
Rushdie, The Satanic Verses 
Shakespeare, The Taming of the Shrew 
Shakespeare, The Tempest 
Shakespeare, Titus Andronicus 
Shakespeare, Twelfth Night 
Shaw, Mrs. Warren’s Profession 
Shelley, Frankenstein 
Stevenson, The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde 
Stevenson, Treasure Island 
Stoker, Dracula 
Swift, Gulliver’s Travels 
Thackeray, Vanity Fair 
Wells, The Invisible Man 
Wells, The Time Machine 
Wells, The War of the Worlds 
Wilde, The Importance of Being Earnest 
Wilde, The Picture of Dorian Gray 
Woolf, Mrs. Dalloway 
Woolf, Orlando 
Woolf, To the Lighthouse 
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VIDEOS 
Beowulf.  Dir. Robert Zemeckis.  Perf.  Angelina Jolie, Anthony Hopkins, Crispin Glover, Ray Winstone.  2007.  Paramount Pictures, 2007.  DVD. 
Macbeth.  Dir. Jeremy Freeston.  Perf. Jason Connery, Helen Baxendale, Graham McTavish.  1997.  Cromwell Productions, 1997.  DVD. 
Macbeth.  Dir. Orson Welles.  Perf. Orson Welles, Jeanette Nolan, Dan O’Herlihy.  1948.  Mercury Productions, 1980.  VHS. 
Macbeth.  Dir. Philip Casson.  Perf. Ian McKellen, Judi Dench, John Bown.  1979.  Royal Shakespeare Company, 1979.  DVD.  
Scotland, PA.  Dir. Billy Morrissette.  Perf. James Le Gros, Maura Tierney, Christopher Walken.  2001.  DVD. 
Macbeth.  Dir. Justin Kurzel.  Perf. Michael Fassbender, Marion Cotillard, Jack Madigan.  2015. 
Pride and Prejudice.  Dir. Joe Wright.  Perf. Kiera Knightley, Matthew Macfadyen, Brenda Blethlyn, Donald Sutherland.  2005.  Focus Features, 2005.  

DVD. 
The Importance of Being Earnest.  Dir. Oliver Parker.  Perf. Rupert Everett, Colin Firth, Frances O’Connor.  2002.  Miramax Films, 2002.  DVD. 
Michael Wood on Beowulf.  Prod. Eamon Hardy.  Perf. Michael Wood.  2009.  BBC.  Youtube Streaming:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1C0sFXU0SLo 
Sir Gawain and the Green Knight.  Dir. Tim Dunn.  Perf. Simon Armitage.  2009.  BBC.  Youtube Streaming:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=74glI1lg1CQ 
The Young Victoria.  Dir. Jean-Marc Vallée.  Perf. Emily Blunt, Rupert Friend, Paul Bettany.  2009.  DVD. 
William Blake Educational video posted by Impossible Paradise on YouTube:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Sk_geYnyuOk 
 
DATABASES 
Bloom’s Literary Reference Online 
Discovering Collection 
EBSCO Literary Reference Center 
Gale’s Literary Index 
JSTOR 
Literature Resource Center 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1C0sFXU0SLo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=74glI1lg1CQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Sk_geYnyuOk
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WEBSITES 
Advanced Placement Testing Website      (www.apcentral.collegeboard.com/apc/Controller.jpf) 
Folger Shakespeare Library        (www.folger.edu) 
GoogleDocs          (www.google.com) 
Labyrinth, The         (labrynth.georgetown.edu) 
Linkit!          (www.linkit.com) 
Luminarium          (www. luminarium.org) 
Moodle          (www.pthsd.moodle.pthsd.k12.nj.us) 
Newsela         (www.newsela.com) 
National Council of Teachers of English      (www.ncte.org) 
Norton Anthology of English Literature      (www.wwnorton.com) 
Prezi           (www.Prezi.com) 
Purdue University Online Writing Lab      (owl.english.purdue.edu) 
Turn It In          (www.turnitin.com) 
Victorian Web         (www.victorianweb.org) 
 

COMPUTER SOFTWARE AND APPS 
iMovie 
iTunes 
Microsoft PowerPoint 
Microsoft Word 
Notability 
Google Docs 
Google Slides 
Lit Analysis app 
  

http://www.google.com/
http://www.pthsd.moodle.pthsd.k12.nj.us/
http://www.prezi.com/
http://www.victorianweb.org/
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APPENDIX A AUTHENTIC ASSESSMENT 
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AUTHENTIC ASSESSMENT ACTIVITY 

ENGLISH III HONORS 

TASK 
 
Imagine the following scenario: 
You have been selected to present an Honors III reading to current sophomores interested in taking the course next year.  You decide to present 
information on Jane Austen’s biography and her book Pride and Prejudice.  Your task is to compile an annotated bibliography relevant to the novel 
and present your findings in order to make the book appealing to the sophomore class.  Therefore, you must create a connection between the social 
relationships of Regency England and the social environment of modern American society through your research, analysis, and presentation. 
 
 
PROCESS 
 

1. Create an annotated bibliography to document and organize your research.  An annotated bibliography is an alphabetical list of resources.  
Each entry includes the standard MLA bibliographic citation—author, title, publisher, etc.—found in any bibliography, plus a concise (4-5 
sentences) description of the resource and some comment on its value or relevance.  Therefore, an annotated bibliography is literally a list of 
citations to books, articles, and documents.  Each citation is followed by a brief descriptive and evaluative paragraph, the annotation.  The 
purpose of the annotation is to inform the reader of the relevance, accuracy, and quality of the sources cited. 

2. Use the information you gathered for your bibliography in order to create a visual accompaniment for your presentation.  The visual must 
display your research and findings regarding the novel and its relevance to modern society.  You may use Microsoft PowerPoint, iMovie, or 
Prezi to create your display.  Although the main goal of your visual is to present information, it should also be visually appealing to your 
audience. 

3. On your assigned day, you will visit the English II Honors class and give a presentation on Pride and Prejudice.  Your presentation should be 
enhanced by the visual display you have compiled.  It must provide students with thorough background on Jane Austen, a clear overview of 
the novel, as well as a presentation of compiled research that demonstrates the connection between Regency England and modern society. 
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4. After the presentation, you are required to complete a metacognitive reflection.  This written reflection should address the following 

questions: 
• What steps did you take in researching this topic?  What sources (printed books, databases, searches, etc.) did you use?  How did you 

evaluate each source for its reliability? 
• How did you decide on a mode to present your material for your presentation?  Did you encounter any difficulties in the creation of this 

presentation?  What did you learn in the process of overcoming these obstacles? 
• What did you learn about yourself as a speaker from giving the presentation?  What would you change about your presentation if you 

were to give it again? 
• How effective do you think you were in reaching your audience?  What cues (body language, student responses, questions, etc.) did you 

receive from the audience that led you to this conclusion? 
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RUBRIC 

AUTHENTIC ASSESSMENT ACTIVITY ENGLISH III HONORS 

ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY 

CONTENT ADVANCED PROFICIENT DEVELOPING BEGINNING 

FORMATTING OF 
DOCUMENT 

• 1” margins 
• Times New Roman, 

12-pt font 
• Proper heading 
• Double-spaced text 

• one criterion missing • two criteria missing 
• three or four criteria 

missing 

MLA CITATIONS FOR 
SOURCES 

• sources are cited 
using current MLA 
standards 

• most sources are cited 
using current MLA 
standards 

• few sources are cited 
using current MLA 
standards 

• no sources are cited 
using current MLA 
standards 

CONTENT OF 
ANNOTATIONS 

• sources are reliable 
• sources are accurately 

summarized 
• sources are accurately 

analyzed and 
evaluated 

• identification of 
planned use in 
presentation 

• one criterion missing 
or weak 

• two criteria missing or 
weak 

• three or four criteria 
missing or weak 

GRAMMAR/MECHANICS • all standard 
conventions followed 

• most standard 
conventions followed 

• few standard 
conventions followed 

• extremely poor use of 
standard conventions, 
resulting in an 
incoherent product 
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RUBRIC 

AUTHENTIC ASSESSMENT ACTIVITY ENGLISH III HONORS 

VISUAL DISPLAY 

CONTENT ADVANCED PROFICIENT DEVELOPING BEGINNING 

RELATIONSHIP OF 
IMAGES TO THE NOVEL 

• images have a clear 
connection with the 
novel 

• images are 
thematically 
connected to the novel 

• images are 
representative of the 
time period of the 
novel 

• most images have a 
clear connection with 
the novel 

• most images are 
thematically 
connected to the novel 

• most images are 
representative of the 
time period of the 
novel 

• most images have 
questionable 
connection with the 
novel 

• most images have 
vague connections to 
the themes of the 
novel 

• most images are out of 
place for the time 
period of the novel 

• images are loosely 
connected to the novel 

• images are not 
connected to the 
themes of the novel 

• images are 
anachronistic 

TEXT AND GRAPHICS 

• text is legible to all 
members of the 
audience 

• graphics are well 
placed to enhance the 
text 

• most text is legible to 
all members of the 
audience 

• most graphics are well 
placed to enhance the 
text 

• text is difficult for 
some audience 
members to read 

• graphics sometimes 
obscure, overshadow, 
or distract from text 

• text is illegible 
• graphics are poorly 

placed 

LAYOUT AND DESIGN 
• layout is clear and 

utilizes the space 
available 

• colors are engaging 

• layout is usually clear 
and makes good use of 
the space available 

• colors are usually 
engaging 

• layout is poor or 
overpowers the point 
of the presentation 

• little attention is paid 
to use of color 

• layout shows little to 
no attention to detail 

• use of color is not 
considered 
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EFFECTIVE USE OF 
PROGRAM 

• tools available are 
utilized in a 
professional and 
thorough manner 

• tools available are 
mostly used in a 
professional and 
thorough manner 

• tools available are 
generally used in a 
professional and 
thorough manner 

• program is not used in 
an effective manner 
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RUBRIC 
AUTHENTIC ASSESSMENT ACTIVITY ENGLISH III HONORS 

PRESENTATION 

CONTENT ADVANCED PROFICIENT DEVELOPING BEGINNING 

EYE CONTACT • maintained with all members 
of the audience 

• maintained with most 
members of the audience 

• occasionally makes eye 
contact with members of the 
audience 

• little to no eye contact with 
audience 

SPEAKING 
VOICE 

• volume reaches all members 
of the audience and uses good 
inflection 

• satisfactory variation of 
volume and inflection 

• uneven volume with little or 
no inflection 

• low volume, causing audience 
to disengage 

BODY 
LANGUAGE 

• enhances presentation 
without becoming distracting 
by displaying relaxed, 
confident nature and using 
appropriate gestures 

• enhances presentation, but is 
sometimes ineffective 

• is sometimes disruptive to 
the presentation 

• little to no effective body 
language is used 

ORGANIZATION 

• has a clear beginning, middle, 
and end 

• there is a strong organizing 
theme with clear main ideas 
and transitions 

• student presents information 
in a logical and interesting 
sequence, which the audience 
can follow 

• has a clear beginning, middle, 
and end 

• there is an organizing theme 
with main ideas and 
transitions 

• most information presented 
in logical sequence 

• beginning, middle, and end 
are not clear 

• student jumps around topics; 
several points are confusing 

• purpose of presentation is 
vague 

• no logical order of 
presentation 

• presentation is choppy and 
disjointed, with no organizing 
theme 

• ends without a summary or 
conclusion 

KNOLWLEDGE 
OF CONTENT 

• includes information and 
evidence which supports 
ideas 

• includes accurate information 

• includes information and 
evidence which is generally 
connected to ideas 

• includes mostly accurate 
information 

• includes irrelevant content 
not directly related to the 
topic 

• includes little to no accurate 
information 

• makes few to no connections 
to the topic 

AUDIENCE 
INTERACTION, 

QUESTIONS, 
AND ANSWERS 

• encourages audience 
interaction 

• calls on specific students 

• encourages audience 
interaction 

• does not call on specific 
students 

• reluctantly interacts with 
students 

• avoids or discourages active 
student participation 
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GRADING SCALE 

AUTHENTIC ASSESSMENT ACTIVITY ENGLISH III HONORS 

METACOGNITIVE REFLECTION 

 

Discussion of steps taken to complete the project .................................................   ____/1 

Documentation of sources used ..............................................................................   ____/1 

Discussion of evaluation of sources .........................................................................   ____/1 

Discussion of choice of mode for presentation .......................................................   ____/1 

Difficulties encountered during creation of presentation .......................................   ____/1 

Documentation of information learned in developing the presentation ...............   ____/1 

Reflection on oral presentation ...............................................................................   ____/1 

Discussion of elements to be changed for repeating the presentation ..................   ____/1 

Reflection on effectiveness of presentation ............................................................   ____/1  

Specific references to audience engagement ..........................................................   ____/1 

 

TOTAL POINTS ...................................................................................................   _____/10 
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APPENDIX C     OUTLINE OF WRITING SKILLS 
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PARSIPPANY-TROY HILLS TOWNSHIP SCHOOLS 
WRITING SKILLS 

GRADE 11 GRADE 12 
 

PROCESS-ORGANIZATION & STRUCTURE 
Enumeration of specific points that support thesis statement in 
the introductory paragraph. 
Refinement of introductory and concluding strategies 

Demonstrate skills in advanced forms of written discourse 
including the ability to synthesize, interpret, employ logical 
analysis, and form valid judgments 

 
Integration of quotes – use of models to review and revise 
writing; focus on placement of quotes in text and purpose of 
quotes in text 

Integration of quotes – use of models to review and revise writing; 
focus on placement of quotes in text and purpose of quotes in text 

 
Revise an essay’s argument.  Be able to  
rebut counter arguments using primary and secondary sources.  
Identify fallacies, bias, and speculation. 
Refine process of providing substantive feedback that is 
evaluated 

Revise an essay to improve diction, specificity, and clarity 
Refine the process of providing substantive feedback that is 
evaluated 

 
Apply proofreading and editing skills appropriately Apply proofreading and editing skills appropriately 
 
Apply skills for delimiting a topic Apply skills for delimiting a topic 
 
Formulate a thesis statement that is original, creative, and 
innovative 

Formulate an implied thesis that is original, creative, and 
innovative 

 
Self-assessment skills – identify strengths and areas of 
improvement 

Self-assessment skills – identify strengths and areas of 
improvement 
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PARSIPPANY-TROY HILLS TOWNSHIP SCHOOLS 
WRITING SKILLS 

GRADE 11 GRADE 12 
 

MECHANICS, USUAGE & STYLE 
Apply appropriate style in written composition: 

a. active/passive voice 
b. parallel structure 
c. varied sentence structure 
d. use of “to be” verbs 
e. run-on/fragments 
f. use of clichés 
g. diction 
h. participles, appositives and clauses 
i. clarity of expression 
j. use of allusions 

Apply rules of grammar, syntax, sentence variety, and 
organization – (B.C.E. 4 and Foundations of English 4 – review 
of these skills) 

 
Identify and apply internal coherence  
Apply transition skills 

Review a variety of coherence techniques 

 
Select appropriate tone and diction in writing piece for given 
audience 

Select appropriate tone and diction in writing piece for given 
audience 

 
Apply a variety of vocabulary skills to determine meaning, such as 
use of context clues, denotation, connotation, Greek and Latin 
roots, prefixes, suffixes, synonyms, and antonyms 

Apply various techniques denotation, connotation, context 
clues, syntax to develop vocabulary 
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WRITING SKILLS 

GRADE 11 GRADE 12 
 

                                                                                   PRODUCTS 
Analyze characteristics of modes of writing to determine 
appropriate mode for selected prompts 

Determine appropriate mode of writing for different purposes 
and audiences and be able to support choice 

 
Identify and apply internal coherence  
Apply transition skills 

Review a variety of coherence techniques 

 
Select appropriate tone and diction in writing piece for given 
audience 

Select appropriate tone and diction in writing piece for given 
audience 

 
Apply a variety of vocabulary skills to determine meaning, such as 
use of context clues, denotation, connotation, Greek and Latin 
roots, prefixes, suffixes, synonyms, and antonyms 

Apply various techniques denotation, connotation, context 
clues, syntax to develop vocabulary 

 
                                                                                                RESEARCH 
  
Apply paraphrasing skills to develop understanding of prose, 
poetry and literary criticism 

Apply paraphrasing skills to develop understanding of prose, 
poetry and literary criticism 

  
Apply knowledge to avoid plagiarism for written compositions Apply knowledge to avoid plagiarism for written compositions 
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NEW JERSEY STUDENT LEARNING STANDARDS 
 

3 - English Language Arts 
8 - Technology 
9 - 21st Century Life and Careers 

 
 
 
 

http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2016/ela/
http://www.state.nj.us/education/aps/cccs/tech/
http://www.state.nj.us/education/aps/cccs/career/
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